
So many things can and will go wrong when arranging a couple of thousand people, 

from all different backgrounds and cultures at one venue and add a little bit alcohol to 

the mixture, and you have a perfect recipe for a disaster - unless you add one more 

crucial ingredient: motorbikes! 

Bikers in general, have a hidden characteristic up their sleeves called: Respect. Respect for one another, their property 

and their believes. Because we honor the above, we are allowed making use of the same resort year after year. Signing 

the contract in April was quite stressful due to the fact that there was no water in Kroonstad at the time. Because of the 

same mutual respect thing, we were confident enough to make the call because we knew that they would make a plan 

to accommodate us for the duration of the rally. 

Estimating the amount of people who will be attending, is always a problem. Some of the factors which helps is other 

biking activities such as attendance at rallies, day jols and association meetings. Looking at the above, we catered for 

more or less 5 000 people and still though we were very optimistic. You can imagine our surprise when we made the 

count and found 6 023 people supported the 2016 Poison Rally. 

This must have been one of the smoothest Poison rallies ever. Although we had our fair share of worries before the 

time, the rally itself ran like clock-work.  

Our trust worthy sound company, AVL Productions, and long 

standing DJ called Herby, got the show going early on Friday 

morning, just after the gates opened at 07:00. The band 

Tryst started the live performances. If there was a trophy for 

the band who improved the most, they will certainly win it. 

They are like red wine: just getting better and better over 

time. 

After last year’s “fired up” bike tune competition, we only 

had a handful entries this year but never the less, they did 

not disappoint with some nice tunes coming from the bikes. 

Next up it was time for the crazy girl band called Saarkie. These girls sure know how to Rock & Roll. They even spend the 

rest of the weekend with us and jumped on stage every now and then to add a bit of girl power to some of the songs. 

Most of the time, we get it right when picking entertainment for the rally but sometimes it goes completely wrong like 

our next act: K9ne, the rapper. What a disaster? While we are on the subject of things not working like they supposed 

to, our next band also struggled to keep up the show.  

The dance competition was won by a couple who danced so well, the lady even lost her top! Professional dancers had to 

jump in to show how it should actually be done. The band 

Rinkhals took us into the early hours of Saturday morning. 

In true Poison tradition, it was time for a short but strong 

message by Juan from West Rand Bikers Church after which 

they played some great gospel songs. This was followed by the 

Busa parade. We are trying to get over the 100 mark but every 

year we are just short (this year 90 Busas were parked in line).  

 



Next we had the SA Pro Wrestlers who blixemed each other until the blood 

was flowing freely. These guys know how to put up a show and aint afraid 

loosing blood in the process. The sun was throwing everything at us and it was 

time to cool things down. We fitted as many bikes as possible into the baby 

splash pool and started spinning them all together sending the water 20-30 

meters into the air.  

The tattoo competition was again judged by the guys from Ivan’s Southern Ink 

who also sponsored the prize. Bikers Got Talent was won by Tracey from the 

Lions of Judah who sang like a real pro. Stevie and Morne from Nemesis were 

also in the top 3.  

Annie entertained the crowd once again with her comedy dance show. Next up 

was a magic show performed by the guys from 2 Manic 4 Magic.  

Jay rocked the crowd and I was pleasantly surprised when I saw him a bit later 

walking among the concours bikes. He is one of handful entertainers who 

doesn’t come with any issues, but knows how to have fun. A special mention 

needs to be made about the mother who asked me if Jay could please just call out her mentally disabled son’s name 

since Jay is one of his all-time favorites. I told her to bring him to the front and not knowing what will happen next, Jay 

helped him on stage and eventually danced with him. A very special moment indeed! 

One of the few new success stories in the entertainment area is the two 

contortionists called Toxic. These are two well trained professionals and 

I’m sure we will see them in future. 

Johan van Eck shared a short message and a moment of silence was given 

to those who passed away during the year. Prize giving was quick and 

painless and those who won their concours classes received some 

awesome prizes sponsored by the various parties involved.  

 



Another dance and fire show followed and then finally it was time for The Color Blew and the Barcode Bandits. These 

two bands rock! 

Two years ago we made use of a company who erected mobile tents. This turned into a huge problem because these 

tents were erected in all the great spots next to the river. The company went down, and we never heard from them 

again. This year, we got hold of the guys from Rush Adventures who does something very similar but with the added 

luxury tents. Last mentioned, comes fully kitted with two beds, linen, chairs, a little table, hot-water shower and toilet. 

We received very positive feedback from those who used them and I’m sure we will have these available next year 

again. 

We had huge issues with our cleaning staff stealing from the bikers. It seems like we finally have a working solution for 

the problem. We are very proud on the cleanliness of our site and toilets and our goal is to be the cleanest rally in SA!  

Next year will be our 20th Poison Rally and we are planning to go BIG!!! Entry forms will be available slightly earlier as 

usual and we have a few surprises awaiting our friends. Be sure to ask for leave on the Monday as well, because you will 

need it after the 20th Poison!   


